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I. The journeying companions  
As we journey together let us look around. Who are you on the journey with and what persons or 
groups are marginalised and why?    

Companions:  

• The Church is universal so companions are all who have Faith including the lapsed. 

• People coming to Church, together, as an extended family. 

• A community welcome felt within the lapsed. 
Marginalised: 

• The youth- mainly teenagers 

• Homosexual and transgender groups 

• The housebound 

• Divorced 

• Being “welcomed” into Church but excluded from Communion 

• Youth are not marginalised by us but may feel insignificant 

• Women feel marginalised 

• Not recognising people who have Faith as being visible 

II. Listening 
How might our local Church better listen to lay people (and especially young people and women) 
and minorities and those who are not respected? 

• It is difficult to listen to those who are not here. 

• This question should have been asked 50+ years ago. 

• Frequent gatherings of the Laity within the Parish. 

• Different forms of media to bring it into our daily lives. 



 

 

• Is there a way of listening to our young people through social media? To have someone 
listen and interpret 

• Invite young families to give their views on how they are best suited to being in church. 

• Directive or guidance from the Diocese to every parish.  

III. Speaking out 
How can everybody be encouraged to communicate appropriately what is important to them? 

• There is a vacuum in the availability to speak to young people 

• Diocese link- to have a contact point to get an answer to a specific question I might have 
eg point of law, religion, about one of the commandments 

• The opportunity to talk to someone with no judgement 

• Parish meeting on a regular basis, sometimes led by the Laity 

• “True Life in God”- still no definitive Vatican answer.  

 IV. Celebrating 
How might I be better able to participate in Mass and other liturgies? 

• The Mass is absolutely true, therefore gives us peace and gives us something to go out 
and live our lives. The tools to live our lives. 

• Mass reminds us of important messages we need to help us live and to evangelise others. 

• The Readings- going deeper, comparing religion to then and now. 

• Making the Readings meaningful to today’s life. 

• Mass reminds us what God did for us; sending his Son to die for us. 

• To open the restrictions upon receiving the Eucharist to all the Baptised present. 

• Greater variety of Liturgies especially younger who might find it ‘boring’, to be able to 
participate at a deeper level 

V. Co-responsible in the mission 
How can each Baptised person become a “missionary disciple”, revealing Christ to others through 
their words and deeds? 

• To verbalise your Faith. 

• To have the courage to speak out about your Faith. 

• Through your way of life- “through words and deeds” 



 

 

• Through kindness and good deeds. 
 

VI. Dialogue in Church and society 
How might we improve our conversations within our diocesan family and also outside of it, (for 
example with people of different faiths, those who have no faith and those who have particular 
roles and duties in society)? 

• Verbalise “I will pray for you” regardless of the Faith of the recipient. Being a person of 
integrity. Leads to discussion with others. 

• Live your life with integrity. 

• Links with adjacent Parishes in various forms: socially, groups within churches/Parishes 

• There is a massive pool of lapsed family members- church attending family members 
could ask why our children especially and other family do not come to church eg time, 
family life being very busy etc. Is there a common thing? 

• More Inter-faith dialogue, more from Church leaders to politicians 

• Catholic ‘celebrities’ to help be approachable and be good role models. 

VII. With the other Christian denominations 
Are our relations with our Christian brothers and sisters good? How might they be improved? 

• Not sure if they are good 

• Historical prejudice 

• Catholics are prejudged by others. Massed all together as one group. 

• More social situations eg I attend a gardening club at a Church of England church- 
develops into discussions about everything and breaks down barriers 

• “The One True Church”- does that interfere with the relationship? 

• Myths about confession- to be dispelled. People think you can go to Confession and then 
just go and do it again. There is a need for respect for the sacrament of Confession. 

• We are seen as old-fashioned and not moving forward like the Church of England do. 
There needs to be an explanation of why our Faith does not move and why we hold these 
views. 

VIII. Authority and participation 
How might we develop teamwork and a sense of co-responsibility in our local Church? 



 

 

• If possible for the Laity to get involved more-there has been more since Vatican II but 
more needed 

• Address the number of people coming to Church first. 

• A lot of our Laity are actually involved in a small way with a mix of skills 

IX. Discerning and deciding 
How might we improve the process of decision-making in our local Church, so that we truly listen 
and recognise that the Holy Spirit can speak through each one of us? 

• Examine the current process 

• It comes down to who is making the decisions- Diocese? Parish? Vatican? 

• How can you know when you are being guided by the Holy Spirit? 
X. Forming ourselves in synodality 
What formation is necessary within the local Church if we are to become better at listening to one 
another and sharing our insights with one another? 

• There is a lot of sharing in place: bulletin, things on line; both Parish and Diocese. 

• But we need to beware of Parish members not on line. 

• St Vincent de Paul group are available  

• Culture of community, identity and belonging- a need for Catechises. We need that sense 
of identity.  

 
 


