
FEAST OF THE DEDICATION OF THE CATHEDRAL 

 

Entrance Antiphon 

Behold God’s dwelling with the human race. 

He will dwell with them 

and they will be his people, 

and God himself with them will be their God. 
 

The Gloria is said. 

Collect 

O God, who from living and chosen stones 

prepare an eternal dwelling for your majesty, 

increase in your Church the spirit of grace you have bestowed, 

so that by new growth your faithful people 

may build up the heavenly Jerusalem. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING 

1 Kings 8:22-23, 27-30 

A reading from the first book of the Kings 

In the presence of the whole assembly of Israel, Solomon stood before 

the altar of the Lord and, stretching out his hands towards heaven, 

said, ‘O Lord, God of Israel, not in heaven above nor on earth beneath 

is there such a God as you, true to your covenant and your kindness 

towards your servants when they walk wholeheartedly in your way. 

Yet will God really live with men on the earth? Why, the heavens 

and their own heavens cannot contain you. How much less this 

house that I have built! Listen to the prayer and entreaty of your 



servant, O Lord my God; listen to the cry and to the prayer your 

servant makes to you today. Day and night let your eyes watch over 

this house, over this place of which you have said, “My name shall 

be there.” Listen to the prayer that your servant will offer in this 

place. 

‘Hear the entreaty of your servant and of Israel your people as they 

pray in this place. From heaven where your dwelling is, hear; and, 

as you hear, forgive.’ 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Psalm 83(84):3-5,10-11 

R./ How lovely is your dwelling-place, Lord, God of hosts. 

1. My soul is longing and yearning, 

 is yearning for the courts of the Lord. 

 My heart and my soul ring out their joy 

 to God, the living God. 

2. The sparrow herself finds a home 

 and the swallow a nest for her brood; 

 she lays her young by your altars, 

 Lord of hosts, my king and my God. 

3. They are happy, who dwell in your house, 

 for ever singing your praise. 

 Turn your eyes, O God, our shield, 

 look on the face of your anointed. 

4. One day within your courts 

 is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

 The threshold of the house of God 

 I prefer to the dwellings of the wicked. 
 

 



SECOND READING 

1 Pet 2:4-9 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Peter 

Jesus Christ is the living stone, rejected by men but chosen by God 

and precious to him; set yourselves close to him so that you too, the 

holy priesthood that offers the spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ 

has made acceptable to God, may be living stones making a spiritual 

house. As scripture says: See how I lay in Zion a precious cornerstone 

that I have chosen and the man who rests his trust on it will not be 

disappointed. That means that for you who are believers, it is 

precious; but for unbelievers, the stone rejected by the builders has 

proved to be the keystone, a stone to stumble over, a rock to bring 

men down. They stumble over it because they do not believe in the 

word; it was the fate in store for them. 

 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated 

nation, a people set apart to sing the praises of God who called you 

out of the darkness into his wonderful light. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

Note: When this Feast is celebrated on a weekday, there is only one reading 

before the Gospel. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

In my house, says the Lord, 

the one who asks always receives; 

the one who searches always finds; 

the one who knocks will always have the door opened to him 

Alleluia! 



GOSPEL 

Luke 19:1-10 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Jesus entered Jericho and was going through the town when a man 

whose name was Zacchaeus made his appearance: he was one of the 

senior tax collectors and a wealthy man. He was anxious to see what 

kind of man Jesus was, but he was too short and could not see him 

for the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to catch 

a glimpse of Jesus who was to pass that way. When Jesus reached the 

spot he looked up and spoke to him: ‘Zacchaeus, come down. Hurry, 

because I must stay at your house today.’ And he hurried down and 

welcomed him joyfully. They all complained when they saw what 

was happening. ‘He has gone to stay at a sinner’s house’ they said. 

But Zacchaeus stood his ground and said to the Lord, ‘Look, sir, I am 

going to give half my property to the poor, and if I have cheated 

anybody I will pay him back four times the amount.’ And Jesus said 

to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, because this man 

too is a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to seek out and 

save what was lost.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

When this Feast is celebrated on a Sunday, the Creed is said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

Prayer over the Offerings 

Accept, we pray, O Lord, the offering made here 

and grant that by it those who seek your favour 

may receive in this place 

the grace of the Sacraments 

and an answer to their prayers. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

 

Preface: The mystery of the Church, the Bride of Christ and Temple of the 

Spirit. (RM, page 1096. Text with music: RM, pages 1056-1057)  

Communion Antiphon 

My house shall be a house of prayer, says the Lord: 

in that house, everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks 

finds, and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

O God, who chose to foreshadow for us 

the heavenly Jerusalem 

through the sign of your Church on earth, 

grant, we pray, 

that, by our partaking of this Sacrament, 

we may be made the temple of your grace 

and may enter the dwelling place of your glory. 

Through Christ our Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Note: 

 

The Collect and Readings are Proper to this Feast. 

 

The Entrance Antiphon and Communion Antiphon may be exchanged with 

other in the Common of the Dedication of a Church II: Outside the Church 

that was dedicated (RM, pages 1095-1097) 


