
The summer term is fly-
ing by and it has been 
great to see the stu-
dents working well in 
class since our full re-
turn on 8 March. There 
have been the inevita-
ble bubble closures due 
to positive cases, but 
on the whole the at-
mosphere in school is 
positive. In this edition 
of the Fisher Focus we 
say au revoir to our 
Year 11, some Year 12 
and the Year 13 stu-
dents. They have been 
resilient through the 
pandemic turmoil and 
with their final exami-
nations cancelled it has 
not been an easy time 
for them. We salute 
their efforts and atti-
tude and wish them 
every success in the fu-
ture. Many Year 11s will 
return to 6th form and 
we look forward to see-
ing them again soon.  
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Pentecost 

Last weekend, Sunday 23 May, the 

Church celebrated Pentecost, one of 

the most important feast days of 

the year that concludes the Easter 

season and celebrates the manifes-

tation of the Church’s public minis-

try. Pentecost always occurs fifty 

days after the death and resurrection of Jesus, and ten days 

after his ascension into heaven. Pentecost is the coming of the 

Holy Spirit upon the Apostles, Mary and the first followers of 

Jesus, who were gathered in the Upper Room.   

It was right after Pentecost that Peter, inspired by the Holy 

Spirit, preached his first homily to the Jews and other non-

believers. For this reason, Pentecost is when God revealed Pe-

ter as the first Pope, he preaches for the first time and con-

verts thousands of new believers. 

Jesus asks us to do the same and to be the same – to love God 

and our neighbour. He tells us that he has come to give us life 

to the full. 

This year Bishop Marcus reflects on Our world, God’s creation, 

it is a precious gift to us. It is our common home entrusted to 

each generation. Bishop Marcus asks us to reflect on how we 

have used that glorious liberty. How do we honour this pre-

cious gift? Are we really demonstrating love, care and respect 

for our common home? 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in 

them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall 

be created, and You shall renew the face of the earth. 

O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the 

hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we 

may be truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations.       

Through Christ Our Lord, Amen. 

Half Term 

School finishes for half term on Friday 28 May for all students and reopens on 
Monday 7 June. On behalf of all the staff at St John Fisher, can we wish you all a 
lovely half term break. Let’s hope the sun shines.            



Head’s Update 

As we draw towards the end of this half term, I would like to extend my gratitude and 
thanks to all the parents and families who continue to support the school in these un-
precedented times. 

This half term the public examination year groups have been busy completing a variety 
of assessments which contribute towards their Centre Assessed Grades. This is new for 
students and teachers alike and I thank the students for their maturity and dedication in 
completing the assessments and the staff for their additional work. 

Also this half term we saw the first ‘online’ parents evening with our Year 8 families. Af-
ter a few initial teething problems we were able to update families on their child’s pro-
gress across the academic year. The next online event is scheduled for Year 10 families 
on 26 May. Please check your email for details on how to book. 

As Spring is certainly in the air, the staff and students have been busily establishing a 
sensory garden area behind The Orchard, which will be known as The Meadow.  With-
in the Meadow, there is a seating area, bird watching/feeding area and raised beds 
which will be planted with sensory plants, flowers and vegetables. If you have any un-
wanted/unused garden items such as gloves, small gardening tools, pots, surplus 
plants, seeds or soil, bug house, bird box, or anything that can be upcycled, please 
could you donate them to school. The students will make good use of them. 

This week we say a fond farewell to our Year 11, Year 13 and Year 12 Level 2 students 
as they leave St John Fisher. Of course I hope to welcome back many of the Year 11 
students into our Sixth form in September. To all our leavers, it has been an absolute 
pleasure to have spent the last year of your education here as your Headteacher and I 
wish you all the very best for your future endeavours. I would like to leave you with this 
little Gaelic blessing: 

May The Road Rise Up To Meet You 
 

May the road rise up to meet you.  
May the wind be always at your back.  

May the sun shine warm upon your face;  
the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again,  

may God hold you in the palm of His hand. 
 

 
     Sixth Form Leavers 

Year 11 Leavers next page! 



COVID Update 

Over recent weeks we have seen a rise in infections in the local area and within 
the school community itself. It remains vitally important that students continue to 
follow the good hygiene practices that we have had in place since September, of 
keeping space between each other where they can, wearing a face covering and 
using the anti-bacterial gel. Over the half term break it is essential that all families 
continue to complete lateral flow tests twice weekly and notify the school at 
covid@stjohnfisher.org.uk if your child tests positive so that we can complete 
Track and Trace protocols as required. 

Kirklees have asked us to encourage all those adults who are eligible to receive 
their vaccine to get it when the time comes. A large proportion of the SJF staff 
have now received their first vaccination and are awaiting their second dose. Let 
us continue to work together as a community to bring the rates of infection down 
so that we can return to some semblance of normality. 

Future Generations of SJF Students 

From Monday 7 June through until Friday 18 June, we will be welcoming Year 5 
students from our Catholic feeder schools to St John Fisher for a morning of activi-
ties and to get to know a few staff members. We are very much looking forward to 
welcoming the future generations of SJF students in a COVID secure way.  

On Tuesday 6 July we are also very much hoping that we can welcome our new 
Year 7 students for a Transition visit, preparations are under way and we will keep 
all our families and primary schools updated. 

Results Days 

For all students collecting results this year, here is a reminder of the key dates: 

10 August – AS and A-Levels Results 

12 August – GCSE and Level 2 Results 

Further details of timings and other arrangements will be sent out in due course, 
including how students can get their results if they are unable to collect them on 
the day. 



 

Careers Week  

From 17 – 21 May students in Years 7-10 and 12 took part in a ‘Careers Week’ 
programme in school. This included a virtual assembly delivered through Career 
Ready and listening to presentations from teachers in all their subjects about the 
different Career pathways available to them through studying their subject. Stu-
dents learned about what qualifications and skills are required for a variety of dif-
ferent job sectors and they were encouraged to think about what further infor-
mation they would like to know about career paths in their subjects. 

“I have learned a lot this week about Careers and what you need to learn to be 
able to do certain jobs, you need Maths and English for most jobs and I was inter-
ested to learn how jobs like being an architect, builder and teacher link to lots of 
subjects I study in school. I now know I can speak to Debra or Rob from C& K Ca-
reers for more information and guidance.” Leah. 
 
"Careers week has helped me learn about different careers you can get with sci-
ence and other subjects. I also learnt about the advantages and disadvantages of 
colleges and sixth form. Careers week has been helpful for thinking about the fu-
ture." Yasmin. 

Running alongside this, all Year 11 students were invited into school last Friday for 
an exit interview. This allowed them to discuss their post 16 options with a teacher 
and also what they can be doing between now and September to prepare them-
selves for this.  

C&K careers advisers are based in the school and available to any student on a 
drop in basis Tuesday-Friday lunchtimes in the Learning Hub behind the Drama 
studio. 

Year 8’s in a 

careers lesson 

Y11s having their 

exit interviews for 

post-16 progression 



Support Services for Young People and Families (alphabetical) 

Service Offering Phone number Email / website 

CEOP Child Exploi-
tation and Online 
Protection 

National body supporting 
child safety online 

  https://
www.ceop.police.uk 

Chat Health 

(Kirklees NHS) 

Message service for young 
people to discuss health 
concerns (not for Covid 
19, use NHS 111 online) 

07520 618866   

Childline Support for young people 
who have concerns 

0800 1111 

  

www.childline.org.u
k 

Duty and Advice 

Kirklees social 
care 

For reporting concerns 
around safeguarding 

01484 456848 

Emergency out 
of hours: 

01484 414933 

  

ESCAYP Emotional support for chil-
dren and young people 

01274 878117 es-
cayp@yahoo.co.uk 

KIAS Kirklees information and 
advice service for parents 
and young people with 
SEND 

0300 330 1504 www.kias.org.uk/
contact-us/ 

Kirklees Family 
Information Di-
rectory 

Signposting to all family 
services 

01484 221000 familydirecto-
ry@kirklees.gov.uk 

Kirklees Special 
Educational Needs 
and /or Disability 

Support for the education 
of children with SEND 

01484 221000 https://
www.kirklees.gov.u
k/beta/schools-and
-
educa-
tion.aspx#special-
education 

Local Welfare Pro-
vision Kirklees 

Help with food and essen-
tials and signposting to 
Foodbanks 

01484 414782 lwp@kirklees.gov.u
k 

PCAN Parents of 
Children with Ad-
ditional Needs 

An independent parent-led 
forum for parents of chil-
dren with additional needs 

07754 102336 in-
fo@pcankirklees.or
g 

Pennine Domestic 
Abuse Partnership 

Support for those suffering 
from domestic abuse 

 

0800 052 7222  https://pdap.co.uk 

PREVENT Helping to prevent people 
from being drawn into  
terrorism and support for 
those at risk of  
radicalisation 

01924 483747 pre-
vent@kirklees.gov.
uk 

The Base Support for young people 
with substance and alcohol 
misuse 

01484 541589 https://
www.changegrowliv
e.org/young-
people/the-base-
kirklees 

The Kooth.com Online mental health sup-
port for young people 

  www.kooth.com 

Thriving Kirklees Health and mental wellbe-
ing support for children 

0300 304 5555 thrivingkirk-
lees.org.uk 



West Yorkshire Police have asked us to share the following 
information: 

The Police have asked us to share the following information: 


